NT —_—__ 


| 


SERMON| 


Preached before the 


KINGad QUEEN! 


WHITEHAL LY 
| The zyth of OCTO BER. * : 


Being the Day appointed for a 
. 7x I F 

| | Publick T hanksgiving to Almighty God,| 

For the Signal Victory at SEA: || 

For the Preſervation of His Majeſty's Sacred Perſon, | 

And for His fate Return to His People. | 


ent — 44 ——_—— 


By JO HYMN, Lord Archbiſhop of Canterbary. 


_—_ 


| Publiſhed by Their Majefttes @Dpecital Command, 


LUN DON: 


Printed for Brahazon Aylmer, at the Three Pigeons. over-againſi 
the Royal Exchange in Cornbill : And Wiliam Rogers at the 
Sun over-againſi St. Duſtan's Church in Fleetſtreet. 1692, 


| 


——— 


MW +» =” TEA ICESSS wank Wu, Ol w——_—_ wu 


A 
SERMON 
Preached before the 


KING ad QUEEN. 


JEREm. IX. 23, 24. 


Thus ſaith the Lord , Let not the wiſe man glory in 
his wiſdom, neither let the mighty man glory in his 
might ,” let not the rich man glory m bus riches : 
But let him that glorith glory in this, That be 
under ftandeth and knoweth Me, that Lam the Lord, 
which exerciſe lovingkindneſs, and judgment, and 
righteouſneſs in the earth : For m theſe things 1 
ANOL faith the Lord. 


; HESE words are a mel- 
FC ſage from God ſent by his 
Prophet to the People of 
the Jews, who truſted in 
their own Wiſdom and Might 
and Riches for their ſafety 


MN and preſervation from that 
| ur Hes which, in the former part of this 


Chapter, God had threateg'd to bring upon 
f A 3 them 


2 


A Sermon Preached before 


them by the King of Babylon, To take em | 


oft from this-vain confidence is this Meſſage ſent 
to them, Thus ſaith the Lord, Let not the wiſt man 
glory im bis wiſdom, neither let the mighty man glory n 
his miaht, let not the rich man olory in bus riches : But 
let bim that elorieth vlory in this, Thatbe wderſtainds 
eth and knoweth Me; that I am t e Lord, which tx» 
erciſe lovingkmdneſs and judgment and righteouſneſs 
in the Earth : For in thefe things T delight, ſaith the 
Lord. 

[n the: handling of theſe Words, I ſhall ab- 
ſtra&t from the particular Occaſion of - them, 
and only conſider the general Truth contain- 
ed in them: Which I ſhall do under theſe two 
Heads. 


Firſt, What we are not to \ glory i in: Let not 
the wiſe man glory in his wiſdom, neither let the migh- 
ty man glory in his might, let not the rich man olory i im 
kts riches. 

Seeondly, Whart it js that is matter of true glo- 

But let him that glorteth glory m this, That he 
Foal and knoweth Ae, that I am the Lord, 
which exerciſe lovingkmdneſs, and judament , and 
righteorſneſs in the Earth. 


I. What 


' the Kine, ard Queen. 3 
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IT. What we are. not to glory in. The Text inftan- 1. 
ceth in three. things-which are the great Idols of 
mankind, and in which they are very apt £0 
pride themlelves. and to place tneir confidence,, 
namely, Wiſdom, and. Might , and Riches. - | 
{ſhall conſider theſe. ſeverally, :and ſhew how 
little reaſon there is to glory in any of them. 

I. Let not the wiſe man glory in his wiſdom. This 1. 
may comprehend both human knowledg, and 
likewiſe prudence in the management of at- 
fairs. We will ſuppoſe both theſe to be in- 
rended here by the name of Wiſdom, Let not the 
wiſe man glory in.his wiſdom, that is, neither in the 
largenels and compaſs of . his knowledg and 
underſtanding, ...nor.in his skill and dexterity in 
the . contrivance.,and condudt of human at- 
fairs : And that for theſe two reaſons, 


Firſt, Becauſe. the: higheſt pitch of human 
knowledg and wiſdom is very imperfeCt. 

Secondly, Becauſe when knowledg and wil- 
dom are with much difhculty in any competent 
meaſure attained, how ealily are they loſt ? 


Firſt, the higheſt pitch of human knowledg and 
wiſdom is very imperfeft. Our Ignorance doth 


vaſtly exceed our knowledg at the beſt. . Wil- 
dom 


i 
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dom in any tolerable degree is difhcult to be 
attain'd, bur perfection in it utterly to be de- 
ſpair'd of. Where is there to be found ſo ſtrong 
and ſound a head, as hath no ſoft place; ſo per- 
fect, ſo clear an underſtanding as hath no flaw, 
no dark water in it? How-hard a matter is it 
to be truly wiſe? And yet there are ſo many 
pretenders to wiſdom as would'almoſt tempt 
a man to think that nothing is eaſter. Men do 
frequently murmur and repine at the anequal 
diſtribution of other things, as of health and 
ſtrength, of power and riches : But if we will 
cruſt che judgment of moſt} fnen concerning 
themſelves, nothing 1s- moreequally ſhar'd 
among mankind than a good degree of wiſdom 
and underſtanding. Many will grant others 
to be ſuperior to then) in other'gifts of Nature, 
as in bodily ſtrength and ſtature; and in the 

ifts of Fortune, as in riches and honour ; be- 
caule the difference between one man and ano- 
ther in theſe qualities is many times ſo grols 
and palpable, that no body haththe faceto' de- 
ny it : But very few in compariſon, nnleſs i: be 
in mere complement and civility, will yield 
others to be wiſer than themſelves ; and yer 
the difference in this alſo is for the moſt part 


very vifible to every body but themſelves. 
So 


c* CO bn Tr 
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So that true Wiſdom is a thing very extraor- 
dinary. Happy are they that have it : And, 
next to them, not thoſe many that think they 
have it, but thoſe few that are ſenſible of 


' their own defects and imperfections and know 


that they have it not. 

And among all the kinds of Wiſdom none is 
more nice and diſhcult, and meets with moe 
frequent diſappointments, than that which 
men are moſt apt to pride themſelves in, 1 
mean Political wiſdom and prudence ; becaule 
it depends upon ſo many contingent cauſes, 
any one of which failing the beſt laid deſign 
breaks and falls in pieces: It depends upon the 
uncertain wills and fickle humours, the miſta- 
ken and mutable intereſts of men, which are 
perpetually (hifring from one point to another, 
io that no body knows where to find them : 
Beſides an unaccountable mixture of that which 
the Heathen call'd Fortune, but we Chriſtians by 
its true name, the Providence of God ; which 
does frequently interpole in human affairs, and 
loves to confound the wiſdom of the wiſe, and to turn 
their counſels into fooliſhneſs. 

Of this we have a moſt remarkable Example 
in Achitophel , of whole wildom the Scripture 
gives this extraordinary teſtimony , "That the 

B counſel 


-A Sermon Preached before 


counſel which he counſelled in thoſe days was as if one 


-- bad enquired at the Oracle of God: Such was all the 


counſel of Achitophel both with David and with 
Abſalom. It ſeems he gave very good counſel 
alſoro Abſalom, and becauſe he would not fol- 
low it was diſcontented to that degree as to lay 
violent hands upon himſelf: And now who 
would pride himſelf in being ſo very wiſe as 
to be able to give the beſt counſel in the world, 
and yet ſo very weak asto make away himlelt 
becaule he to whom it was given was not wiſe 
enough to take it ? 

The like miſcarriages often happen in point 
of Military skill and prudence. A great Prince 
or General is{ometimes ſo very cautious and wa- 
ry, that nothing can provoke him to a Bartel ; 
and then at another time, and perhaps in ano- 
ther Element, ſo raſh and wilful that nothing 
can hinder him from fighting and being beaten : 
As if the two Elements made the difference ; 
and caution wete great wildom at Land, and 
confidence and preſumption great prudence ar 
Sea. Bur the true reaſon of thele things lies 
much deeper, in the ſecret Providence of Al- 
mighty God, who when he pleaſeth canſo go- 
vern and over-rule both the underſtandings and 
the wills of men, as ſhall beſt ſerye his own 


wiſe purpoſe and defign. And 


— 


the KinG and Quers 


— 


And as the higheſt pitch of human Wiſdom 
is very imperfect in itſelf, ſo js it much more 
ſo in compariſon with the Divine knowledg 
and wiſdom : Compar'd with this it is mere 
folly, and leſs than the underſtanding and wit- 


dom of a child to that of the wileſt man. The 1 Cor. 1, 


fooliſhneſs of God, ſays St. Paul, is wiſer than men, *** 
that is, the leaſt grain of Divine wildom 1s in- 
finitely beyond all the wiſdom of men : Butin 
oppolition to the wiſdom of God, the wildom 
of men is leſs than nothing and vanity. Let 
men deſign things never fo prudently, and 
make them never ſo ſure, even to the Popiſh and 
French degree of infallibility ; let them reckon 
upon it as a Blow that cannot fail: Yer after 
all, the counſel of che Lord that ſhall Rand, and 


he will do all his pleaſure ; for there is no wiſdom, 


nor underſtanding, nor counſel againſt the Lord. 


And now we may ask the Queſtion which 


Job does, Where ſhall wiſdom be found, and where is Toy 21. 


the place of underſtanding * And we muſt an- 39. 


ſwer it as he does, It is not to be found in the land Chap. 
of the living: unleſs it be that one infallible 28. «2. 


Point of Wiſdom to which God dire&s every 
man, and of which every man 5 capable, Viz. 


Religion and the fear of God, Wnto man be fatd, Th 25, 
| B 2 Behold ! 25. 


« 


s 
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Behold) the fear of the Lord, that is wiſdom ; and to 
depart from evil is underſtanding. 

Secondly , When knowleds and wiſdom are with 
oreat difficulty in any competent meaſure attain'd, 
how eaſily are they loſt 2 By a diſeaſe, by a blow 
upon the head; by a ſudden and violent paſ: 
ſion, which may dilorder the ſtrongeſt Brain 
atd confound the clearelt Underſtanding in a 
moment : Nay even the exceſs of knowled 
and wiſdom, eſpecially it attended with pride 
as t00 often it is, is very dangerous and does 
many times border upon diſtraction and run in- 
ro madnels : Like an Athletick conſtitution and 
perfect ſtate of health, which is oblervd by 
Phyſicians' to verge upon ſome dangerous diſ- 
eaſe, and to be a forerunner of it, 

And when a man's underſtanding is once 
craz'd and ſhatter'd, how are the fineſt notions 
and thoughts of the wiſeſt man blunder'd and 
broken, perplex'd and entangled ? like a puz- 
zI'd lump of filk, fo that the man cannot draw 
out a thought to any length, but is forc'd to break 
it off and to begin at another end. Upon all 
which and many more accounts, Let not the wiſe 
man glory in bis wiſdom, which is ſo very imperfect; 
{o hard to be attain'd, and yet lo eaſe to be loſt. 


2. Neither 
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2. Neither let the mighty man glory m his might. 
Which whether it be meanc of natural ſtrength 
of body, or of military force and power, how 
weak and imperfett is it, and how frequently 
toil'd by an unequal ſtrength ? 

If we underſtand it of che natural trength of 
mens bodies, how little reaſon is there to glory 
in that, in which ſo many of the Creatures be- 
low us do by ſo many degrees excell us? In 
that, which may ſo many ways be loſt ; by ſick- 
neſs, by a maime, and by many other external 
accidents ; and which however will decay of it 
ſelf, and by age.fink into infirmity and weak- 
neſs. 

And how little reaſon is there to glory in 
that, which is fo frequently foil'd by an unequal 
ſtrength 2 of which Goliah is a famous Inſtance. 
When he defied the Hoſt of 1jrael, and would 
needs have the matter decided by ſingle Com- 
bate, God inſpired David to: accept the Chal- 
lenge; who tho he was no wiſe comparable to 
bim in ſtrength, and would have been nothin 


in his hands in cloſe fight, yet God directed him. 


| toaſſailhim ar a diſtance by a weapon that was 
too hard for him, a ſtone out of a fling, which 
ſtruck the Giant in the forehead and brought his 
unweildy bulk down to the earth. | 


"a Or 
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Eccl. 9. 
I 1. 


Or if by might we underſtand military force 
and power, how little likewile is that to be glo- 
ried in? conlidering the uncertain events of 
War, and how very often and remarkably the 
Providence of God doth interpole to caſt the 
Victory on the unlikely Side. Ic is Solomon's ob- 
ſervation, that ſuch arethe interpoſttions of Di- 
vine Providence in human Afﬀeairs, that Event of 
things is many times not at all anſwerable to 
the power and probability of ſecond Cauſes : 7 
returned, ſays he, and ſaw under the Sun, that the 
race is not to the ſwift, nor the battel to the ſtrong. 

Andone way, among many others, whereby 
the Providence of God doth often interpoſe to 
decide the events of War, is by a remarkable 
change of the Seaſons and Weather in favour of 
one Side : As by ſending great Snows, or vio- 
lent Rains, to hinder the early motion and 
march of a powerful Army, to the diſappoint- 
ment or prejudice of ſome great Delign : By re- 
markable Winds and Storms at Sea, to preyent 
the conjunction of a powerful Fleet : and by 
governing all theſe fora long time together lo 
viſibly to the advantage of one Side as utterly 
to defeat the well laid deſign of the other. Of 
all which, by the great mercy and goodneſs of 
God tous, we have had the happy experience in 

all 


the KinG and Que & x. 


all our late ſignal Deliverances and Victories. 
And here [ cannot but take notice of a paſſage 

ro this purpgle in the Book of Job: Which may 

deſerve our more atrentive regard and conlide- 

ration, becaule I take this Book to be incompa- | 

rably the moſt ancient of all other, and much } 

elder than Moſes : And yet it js written with as 

lively a ſenſe of the Providence of God, and as 

nobleFigures and flights ofEloquence as perhaps 

any Book extant in the world. The Paſſage I 

mean is, where God to convince fob of his 1gno- 

rance in the ſecrets of Nature and Providence 

poleth him with many hard Queſtions, and with 

; | this amongſt the reſt, Hft thou entred into the Job 38. 

> || treaſures of the Snow ? haſt thou ſeen the treaſures of 7: 23: 

> | the Hiile* which T have reſery'd againſt the time of 

f || trouble, againſt the Day of Battel and War. The 

- | meaning of which is, that the Providence of 

1 | God doth ſomerimes interpole to determine the 

- | events of War, by governing the Seaſons and 

- | the Weather, and by making the Snows and 

ic | Rains, the Winds and Storms to fulfil his word and 

y | fo execute his pleaſure, GE 

0 Of this we have a remarkable Inſtance in the 

y defeat of Sifera's mighty Army ; againſt whom, 

f | in the Song of Deborah, the Stars are (aid to have 

of | fouoht in their courſes : The expreſlion is _— 

| ue 
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but the plain meaning of it is, that by mighty 
Rains, which the common Opinion did aſcribe 
to a {pecial influence of the Planets, the River of 
Kiſhm, near which Siſera's Army lay, was by 
ſudden Rains ſo raiſed and ſwoln as to drown 
the greateſt part of that huge Holt, For fo 
Deborah explains the fighting of the Stars m their 
courſes againſt Siſera : They fought, ſays ſhe, from 
Heaven, the ſtars in their coftr ſes fought againſt Siſe- 
ra, the River of Kiſhon ſwept them away: As if 
the Stars, which were ſuppoſed by their in- 
fluence to have cauſed thole ſudden and extra- 
ordinary Rains, had ſet themſelves in Batte!- 
array againſt Siſera and his Army. 

Therefore, let not the mighty man glory im his 
might, which is ſo ſmall in it ſelf, bur in oppo- 


- ſition to God is weakneſs and nothing. Th: 


FES2,1. 


weakneſs of God, lays St. Paul, is ſtronger than men. 
All power to do miſchiet is but impotence, and 
therefore no mater of boaſting : Why boaſteſt thou 
thy ſelf , thou Tyrant, that thou art able to do miſ* 
chief ? the goodneſs of God endureth continually : T he 
goodneſs of God is too hard for the pride and 
malice of. man, and will laſt and hold out when 
that has tir'd and ſpent it ſelf. ., 
Thirdly, Let not the rich man glory in his riches. 
[n theſe, men are apt to pride themſelyes : even 
Oo the 


IC 
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the meaneſt and poorel! (piri s, Who have no- 
thing to be proud of bur t 1cr money, when they 
have e got g90c d ftore of t Nat 097 ;erher, how will 
they {weil [| and {Frut 2 AS Ti * be ecaule they are rich 
and mice, fed m goods they wanced nothing 
But we may 'do well to conſider, 4 't Riches 
are things without us ; not the rot excellencies 
of our Nature, but the acctuental ornaments of 
OUL Fortune. If they deſcend upon us, they are 
the privil-dge of our Birch, not the effect of our 
wiſdom and induſtry ; and thoſe things in the 
procurement whereof we had no hand, we can 
hardly call our own: And it they be the fruic 
of our own prudent induſtry , that is no ſuch 
matter of glorying ; becauſe men of 'much 
{lower underſtandings do commonly outdo 
others in diligence and drudging, their minds ly- 
ing more level to the low delign of being rich. 
Ar the beſt, Riches are uncertain. Charge them, 
ſays St. Parl, that are rich i this world, that they be 
not high ded nor truſt in uncertain Kr 25 : Men 
have little reaſon to pride ti.emſelves, or to place 
their confidence in that which is uncertain, and 
even next to that which BEE: So the wiſe man 


which 1s not * 7% = pe Sk hen bi _* 
wings, and fly as an Eagle towards heaven : He ex- 
prelics 


A Sermon Preached before 


preſſes it in ſuch a manner,” as if a rich man 
fare brooding over an Eſtate cill it was fledg'd and 
had gotten it ſelf wings to fly away. 

Bur that which is the moſt ftinging conſide- 
ration of all is, that many men have an evil eye 


| upona good Eſtate ; ſo that inſtead of being the 


Eccl. 5. 
13. 


Prov. 1. 
18. 


i]. 


means of our happineſs it may prove the occaſi- 
on of our ruin : So the ſame Wiſe man ob- 
ſerves, There is a ſore evil which I have ſeen under 
the Sun, namely, riches kept for the owners thereof to 
their burt. And it isnot without example, that 
a very rich man hath been excepted out of a ge- 
neral Pardon, both as to Life and Eſtate, for no 
other viſible reaſon but his vaſt and overgrown 
Fortune : So Solomon obſerves to us again, Such 
are the ways of every one that is greedy of gain, which 
taketh away the life of the owners thereof, And why 
ſhould any man be proud of his danger, of that 
which one time or other may be the certain and 
only caule of his ruin? A man may be too rich 
ro be forgiven a fault which would never have 
been prolecuted againſt a man of a middle for- 
rune. For theſe reaſons, and a great many 
more, Let not the rich man glory m his riches. 


IN. I proceed to conſider, What it is that is 
matter of true glory ? But let bim that glorieth glory in 
this. 


the King and Quezex. 
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this, that he underſtandeth and knoweth me, that I am 
the Lord, which exerciſe lovingkindneſs, and judgment, 
and rizhteouſneſs in the Earth : For in theſe thinzs I 
delight, ſaith the Lord. 

{hat he underſtandeth and knoweth me : Here are 
two words uſed to expreſs the thing morefully, 
underſtanding and knowledz ; which ſeem not only 
ro import right apprehenſions of the Being, and 
Providence, and Pertec&tions of God ; but like: 
wile a lively ſenſe of theſe things, and affettions 
{uitable to theſe apprehenſions. 

That he underſtandeth and knoweth me, that I am the 
Lord, that is the Creator, and the Sovereign Go- 
vernor of the World. 

Which exerciſe lovingkindneſs, and judgment, and 
righteouſneſs m the Earth. 

The beſt knowledg of Religion, and that 
which is the foundation of all the reſt, is the 
knowledg of the Divine Nature and PerfeCti- 
ons : eſpecially of thoſe which are moſt proper 
for our imitation ; and ſuch are thoſe mentioned 
in- the Text , lovingkindneſs , and judgment , and 
righteouſneſs ; which we may diilizguith thus : 
Lovinekindneſs comprehends Gods milder Attri- 
butes, his Goodneſs, and Mercy , and Patience : 
Judgment ſignifies his ſeverer dealings with men, 
whether in the chaftiſement of his People, or in 
C 2 the 
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the remarkable puniſhment of great Offenders 
for example and warning to others: Reghteon/- 
neſs ſeems tobe a word of a larger fignification, 
and to denote that univerſal Rectirude of the 
Divine Nature which appears in all the admint- 
{trations of his Providence here below ; for the 
Text ſpeaks of the exercile of thele Perfe&ions 
in this world : which exerciſe lovingkindueſs, and 
judgment, and righteouſneſs tm the Earth. 

Several of the PerfteCtions of the Divine Nature 
are incommunicable to a Creature, and thereforc 
cannot be thought to be propoſed to us for a Pat- 
tern ; as /elf-exiſtence, independence, and all-ſufficien- 
cy; the eternity, and the mmenſity of the Divine 
Being ; to be the original Cauſe of all other things, 
and the Sovereign Governour of the whole World: 
For God only is ſufficient for that ; and to be a 
Match for all the World,a nec pluribus impar,is not 
a Motto fit for a mortal man. A Creature may 
{well with pride till it burſt, before it can ſtretch 
it ſelf ro this pitch of Power and Greatnels : Ir is 
an inſufferable preſumption, and a lottiſh Igno- 
rance of the neceſſary bounds and limits of our 
Being, to think to reſemble God in theſe Perfe- 
tions: This was the ambition of Lucifer, to a 
cend mto Heaven, and to be like the moſt High. 

In our imitation of God we muſt ſtill keep 
Within 
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within the ſtation of Creatures ; not affecting an 
independency and ſovereignty like God, and to be om: 


nipotent as he is : Haſt thou an arm like God, and canſt Ib 20: 
thou thunder with a voice like Him ? as God himlelt 5. 


argues with Job, 

For im theſe things T delioht, faith the Lord. God 
takes pleaſure to exerciſe theſe Perfections him- 
ſelf, and to lee them imitated by us; and the 
imitation of theſe Divine Pertections is our 
perfection and glory; in compariſon of which 
all human wiſdom, and power, and riches, are ſo 
far from being matter of glory, that they are very 
deſpicable and pitiful things : Knowledge and 
$kill ro deviſe miichiet, and power to effect ie, 
are the true nature and Character of the Devil 
and his Angels; thoſe Apoſtate and accurſed Spi- 
rits, who in temper and diſpoſitien are molt con- 
trary to God, who is the Rule and Pattern of all 
perfection. 

[ ſhall only make two Obſervations and Dife- 
rences from what hath been ſaid, and then apply 
the whole Diſcourle to the great Occaſion of this 
Day : And they are theſe. 


Firſt, That the wiſeſt and lureſt Reaſonings in 
Religion are grounded upon the unqueſtionable 
Perfections of the Divine Nature, 


Secondly. 
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Secondly, That the Nature of God is the true 
Idea and Pattern of Perfection and Happineſs. 


Firſt, That the wiſeſt and ſureſt Reaſonings m Reli 
i901 are grounded upon the unqueſtionable Per feftions of 
the Divine Nature : Upon thoſe more eſpecially 
which to us are moſt eaſe and intelligible: ſuch 
' as are thole mentioned in the Text. And this 
makes the knowledge of God, and of theſe Per- 
feions, to be ſo uſeful and fo valuable : Becauſe 
ali Religion is founded in right notions of God, 
and of his PerfeQtions : Inſomuch that Di- 
vine Revelation it ſelf does ſuppole thele for 
its foundation, and can fignity nothing to 
us unleſs theſe be firſt known and believed : 
For 'unleſs we be firſt firmly perſuaded of 
the Providence of God, and of his particu- 
lar care of Mankind, why ſhould we ſup- 
pole that he makes any Revelation of his 
Will co us ? Unleſs it be firſt naturally known 
that God is a God of truth, what ground is there 
for the belief of his Word ? So thac the Princi- 
ples of Natural Religion are the foundation of 
that which is Reveal'd : And therefore nothin 
can in Reaſon be admitced to be a Revelation 
from God, which does plainly contradict his 
eſſential Perfections. 


Upon- 
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Upon this Principle, a great many DoCtrmes 
are without more ado to be rejected, becaule 
they do plainly and at firſt ſight contradict the 
Divine Nature and PerfeCtions. I will give a 
few Inflances, inſtead of many that might be 
given. 

In vertne of this Principle I cannot believe, 
upon the pretended Authority or Infallibility of 
any Perſon or Church, that Force is a fit Argu- 
ment to produce Faith : No man ſhall ever per- 
ſuade me, no not the Biſhop of Meaux with all 
his Eloquence, that Priſons and Tortures, Dra- 
goons and the Galleys, are proper means to con- 
vince the Underſtanding, and either (hriſtian or 
Human methods of converting men to the true 
Religion. | 

For the ſame Reaſon I cannot believe, that 
God would not have men to underſtand their 
publick Prayers, nor the Leſſons of Scripture 
which are read to them: Becauſe a Leſſon is 
ſomething that is to be learnt, and therefore a 
Leſſon that is not to be underſtood is nonſenſe ; 
for if it be not underſtood how can it be 
learnt ? 
| | As little can I believe, that God who cauſed 
- | the Holy Scriptures to be written for the inſtructi- 

on of mankind, did ever intend that they ſhould 


be 
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he lock dup and concealed trom the People in 
an unknown T1 ongue. 

Leaſt of all can I believe that Do@rine of the 
Couacil of Trent, That the ſaving efficacy of the 
Sacraments doth de pead upon the intention of the 
Prielt thar adrainiſters them : Which is to lay, 
that though the People believe and live never ſo 
well, yet they may be damin'd by ſhoals, and 
whole -Pariſhes rogether, at the pleafure of the 
Prieſt: And this for no other reaſon, bur be- 
cauſe the Prieſt is fo croſs and fo cruel thac he 
will not intend to ſave them. 

Now can any man believe this, that hath any 
tolerable notion either of the Goodneſs or Juſtice 
of God ? May we not appeal to God in this, as 
Z#braham did in another Cale ? Wilt thor « ftroy the 
righteous With the wickes * That be far from thee, to 
do after this mamer : Shall not the Tudze of all the 
Earth do rioht ? Mach more, to deſtroy the 
rightcous for the wicked, and thar righteous 2 a.1d 
innocent People ſhould lye at the mercy and 
will of a wicked and perverle Prieſt, to be ſay'd 
or damn'd by him as he thinks fir, Thar be far 
from thee : Shall not the Fudge of all the Ear th do 
riht 2 For, to drive the argument to the kead, 


it this be to do right there is no poſſibility of doing 


WIONg. 
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'T hus in things which are more obtcure we 
ſhould govern all our Reaſonings concerning 
God and Religion by that which 1s clear and 
unqueſtionable,and ſhould with Moſes lay down 

this for a certain Principle , All his wayes are 
judgment, a God of truth, and without i miquity, juſt and 
right s He: And ſay with St. Paul, Is there 
then unrighteoujneſs with God * God forbid ? And 
again, We know that the __ of God is accor- 
ding to truth. 

21y, The other Inference is this, That the Na- 
ture of God is the true Idea and Pattern of Perfeftion 

| and Happineſs : And therefore nothing but our 
conformity to it can make us happy : And for. 
| this reaſon, to underſtand and know God 1s 
our great excellency and glory, becauſe it 1s 
_neceflary to our imration of Him who 1s the 
beft and happieſt Being. And ſo far as we are 
from reſembling God, ſo far are we diſtant 
from Happinels and the true temper of the 
Bleſſed. For Goodneſs is an effential ingre- 
dient - of Happineſs ; and as without Good- 
| Þ neſs therecan be no true Majeſty and Great- 
| neſs, fo neither any true Felicity and Blefled- 
nels. | 
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Now Goodneſs 1s a generous diſpoſition of 
mind to diTuſe and communicate it ſelf by 
making others to partake of our Happineſs, 
in {uch degrees as they are capable: For no 
Being 1s ſo happy as1t might be, that hath not 
the power and the pleaſure to make others hap- 
py : This ſurely is the higheſt pleaſure, I had 
almoſt ſaid pride, of a great Mind, 

In vain therefore do we dream of Happineſs 
in any thing without us. Happineſs mult be 
within us ; the foundation of 1t muſt be laid 
in the inward frame and diſpoſition of our 
ſpirits: And the very ſame cauſes and ingre- 
dients which make up the Happineſs of God 
muſt be found an us, though in a much infe- 
riour degree, or we can not be happy. "They 
underſtand not the nature of Happinets, who 
hope for it upon any other termes : He who 
1s the Author and fountain of Happineſs can 
not convey 1t tous by any other way, than by 
planting 1n us ſuch diſpoſitions of mind as are 
1n truth a kind of participation of the Divine 
Nature ; and by enduing us with ſuch quali- 
ties as are the neceſſary materials of Happineſs: 
And a man may afloon be well without Health 
as happy without Goodnets. 


If 
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If a wicked man were taken up into Hea- 
ven, yet if he ſtill continue the ſame bad man 
that he was before, celum, non animum mutavit, 
he may have chang 'd the Climate, and be gone 
into a far Countrey ; but becauſe he carries 
himſelf ſtill along with him, he will ſtill be mi- 
ſerable from himſelf : Becauſe the mans mind 
is not chang dall the while, which would fig- 
niftea thouſand times more to his happineſs, 
than change of place, or of any outward cir- 
cumſtances whatſoever : For a bad man hath 
a Fiend in his own Breſt, and the fewel of 
Hell in his guilty Conſcience. 

There 1s a certain kind of temper and di- 
ſpoation which is necefſary and effential to 
Happineſs, and that 1s Holineſs and Goodneſs, 
which 1s the very Nature of God ; and fo far 
as any man departs from this temper, ſo far he 
removes himſelf and runs away from happi- 
neſs. And here the foundation of Hell 1s laid, 
in the evil diſpoſition of a mans own mind, 
which 1s naturally a torment to it ſelf: And 
till this be cur'd, it 18 as impoſhble for him to 
be happy, as for a Limb that 1s out of joint to 
be at eaſe ; becauſe the mans Spirit 1s out of 
order, and off the hinges,and as 1t were toſs'd 
from its Center ; and till that we ſet right, 

+ 2 and 
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and reſtored to its proper and natural ſtate, the 


man will be perpetually unquiet , and can | 


have no reſt and peace within adit The 
wicked, ſaith the Prophet, us like the tr aubled Sea, 
When it cannot reſt : There 15 no peace, faith my God, 
zo the wicked ;: No peace with God, no peace 
with his own mind ; for a bad man is at per- 
petual diſcord and Wars within himſelf : And 
hence, as St. James tells us , come Wars and figh- 
tings Without 1 , even from our Luſts which warr im 
our  aburs. 

And now that I have mention'd' Wars and 
fightings without us, this cannot but bring to mind 
the great and g glorious Occaſion of tis Day : 
Which gives.us manifold Cauſe of Praiſe and 
Thankſgiving to Almighty God: For ſeveral 
wonderful Mercies and Deliverances ; and 
more particularly, for a moſt glorious V iQory 
at Sea, vouchſated to Their Majeſties Fleet in 
this laſt Summers Expedition. 

For ſeveral great Mercies and Deliverances : 
For a wondertul Deliverance indeed, from a 

tudden Invafrn defign'd upon us by the InVe- 
terate and implacable Eneraies of our Peace 
and Religion 3 ; which by the merciful Provi- 
dence of God was happily and ſtrangely pre- 
vented, when 1t was juſt upon the point of 
exXccution. Next, 
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Next, tor the preſervation of our Gracious 
Sovereign,, from that horrid and molt barbarous 
Attempt defign'd upon his Sacred Perſon : 
And from thoſe creat and manifoid Dangers 
to which he was expoſed in his late tedious 
ixpedition : And for His ſafe and moſt wel- 
com Return to us. 


- laſtly , For a moſt glorious Yifory at 
:, The greateſt and the cheapc eſt that ever 

was Stun ſav, trom his firſt ſetting out to run 
his Courſe. The Opportunity indeed of this 
Victory was through the rafſhneſs and conh- 
dence of our Enemies, by the wife Providence 
of God put.into our hands : But the 1mprove- 
ment of this Opportunity into ſo great and 
happy a Victory we owe, under God; to the 
matrchleſs Condu& and Courage of the Brave 
Admiral, and to the invincible Refolution and 
Valour of the Captains and Seamen,. 

This great Deliverance from the defign'd 
Iavaſion, and this glorious Yitto! b God vouch- 
taf'd to us at Home, whit HIS S Sacred | Majeſty 
was 1ſo kreely hazarding his Royal 1 verion 
abr gad, in the Pablick Cauſe of the Rights and 


Libertic "Sg ot alimolt all Enxove, 


And 
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And now what may God juſtly expe from 


us, as a meet return for his Gocdnelſs to us? 
What? but that we ſhould glorifie Him, firſt 
by offering praiſe and thankſgiving ; and then, 
ordering our converſation aright , that he may 

{t1]l delight to ſhew us his Salvation. 
God might have ftood aloof from us in the 
Day of our diſtreſs, and have faid to us, as He 
once did to the People of 1ſrael, ſo often have 
| delivered you from the hands of your Ene- 
mies, but ye have ſtill provok'd me more and 
Judg-10- more , Wherefore 1 will deliver you no more : 
” He might have ſaid of us, as he did of the 
2=-3-fame People, 1 will bide my face from them, I will 
ſee what their end ſhall be : For they are a very fro- 
ward generation, children in whom is no faith : Our 
reſolutions and promiſes of better obedience 
are not to be truſted ; all our Repentance and 
Righteouſneſs are but as the morning cloud, and like 
the early dew which paſſeth away : Nay methinks 
| God ſeems now to ſay tous, as he did of old 
ſer. 6. :$q Jeruſalem, Be inſtruted, O Jeruſalem, leſt my 
foul depart from thee, and I make thee deſolate, a Land 

not inhabited, 
We are here met together this Day , to pay 
our Solemn acknowledgments to the God of our 
| Salvation ; Who hath ſhewed ſtrength with bis arm, 
and 
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and bath ſcattered the proud im the im 1ginations of their 
heart : Even to bim that exerciſeth loving kindneſs, 


and judgment, and righteonjneſs in the Earth : In 


Hun will we glory, as our ſure Refuge and De- 
fence, as our mighty Neltiverer, and the Rock 
of our Salvation. 

And now I have only to entreat your pa- 
tience a little longer, whilſt I apply what hath 
been diſcourſed upon this Text a little more 
cloſely to the Occaſion of this Day. I may 
be tedious, but I will not be long. 

And bleſſed be God for this happy Occafin : 
The greateſt England ever had, and, in the 
true conſequences of 1t, perhaps the greateſt 
that Europe ever had of Praiſe and Thankſ- 
g1vVIng. 

You have heard two ſorts of Perſons deſcri- 
bed inthe Text, by very different Charaters : 
The One, that glory i in their Wiſdom, and Might, 
and Riches : The other, that glory in this, that 
they underſtand and know God to be the Lord, which 
exerciſeth loving kindneſs, and judgment , and righte- 
ouſneſs in the Earth. 


And we have ſeen theſe two CharaFers exem- 


plified, or rather drawn to the Life, in this 
preſent Age. We who live in this Weſtern 
part of Erie have ſeen a mighty Prince, by 
"the 
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the juſt permiſſion of God raiſed up to o be 
Terrour and Scourge to all his Neighbours : 
A Prince, who had in perfection all the Ad- 
vantages mentioned in the former part of the 
Text : And who, 1n the opinion of many who 
had been long dazzled with his Splendour and 
Greatneſs, hath paſs'd for many years, for the 
moſt Politick, and Powerful, and Richeſt Monarch 
that hath a ppear d 1n theſe parts of the World, 
for many Ages : | 

Who hath-govern'd his Aﬀairs by the dee- 
peſt and ſteddyeft Countels, and the moſt re- 
tin'd Wiſdom of this World : A Prince mighty 
and Powerful .im his Preparations for War ; 
formidable for his vaſt and well difciplin'd 
Armyes, and for his great Nava] Force: And 
who had brought the Art of War almoſt to 
that perfection, as to be able to Conquer and 
do his buſineſs withqut fighting : A Myſtery 
hardly known to former Ages and Genera- 
tions : And all this Skill and Strength united 
under one abſolute Will, not hamper'd or 
bound up by any reſtraints of Law or Con- 
{c1ence. 

A Prince that ts the Eſtates of all 
his Subjects, and of all his Conquefts ; which 
hath furniſh” d him with an almoſt inexhauſti- 
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ble Treaſure and Revenue : And One, who 
if the World doth not greatly miſtake him ; 
hath ſufficiently gloryed 1n all theſe Advantages, 
and even beyond the rate of a mortal man. 


But not knowing God to be the Lord, which exer- 


ciſes loving- kindneſs, and judgment, and righteouſneſs 
m the Earth ; How hath the pride of all his 
Glory been ftain'd by Tyranny and Oppreflion, 
by Injuſtice and Cruelty ; by enlarging his 
Dominions without Right , and by making 
War upon his Neighbours without Reaſon , 
or even colour of Provocation ? And this in a 
more Barbarous manner than the moſt Barhba- 
rous Nations ever did ; carrying Fire and De- 
ſolation whereſoever he went, and Jaying 
waſt many and great Cities without necefſity, 
and without pity. 

And now behold what a terrible Rebuke 
the Providence of God hath given, to this 
mighty Monarch, in the full Carrier of his 
Fortune and Fury. The confideration_where- 
of brings to my thoughts thoſe Paſſages in the 
Prophet concerning old Babylon, that ftandins 
and perpetual T'ype of the great Oppreſſors 
ind Perſecutors of Gods true Charch and Re- 


11910n : How is the Oppreſſour eau * the exactour 1 14: 


of : gold ceaſed ? He wh _ the Pe able in Wrath with 
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a continual ſtroke, he who ruled the Nations in anger is 
bimſelf perſecuted, and none hindreth, The whole Earth 
& at reſt and is quiet, and breaks forth ito ſinging : 
The grave e beneath 15 moved for thee, to meet thee at thy 
coming ; it ſtirreth up the dead for thee, even all the 
Captains of the Earth ; it hath raiſed up from their 
Thrones all the Kings of the Nations ; all they fhall 


ſpeak and ſay unto thee, art thou alſo hci Weak as 


We are ? art thou alſo * ON like unto us * How art 
thou fallen from Heaven, O Lucifer, Son of the mor- 
nins 2 How art thou cut down to the ground that didji 
weaken the Nations ? For thou haſt faid in thy. heart, 
[ will aſcend into Heaven, I will exalt my Throne above 
the Stars of God : 1 will fit alſo upon the Mount of the 
Congregation in the ſides of the North, That is, upon 
Mount Z'on, for juſt fo the P/ſalmiſt deſcribes 
it, Beautiful for fituation, the joy of the whole Earth 
is Mount Zion, on the fides of the North. Here-the 
King of Babylon threatens to take Jeruſalem, and 
to demohth the Temple where the Congregation 
of 1ſracl met for the Worſhip of the true God ; 


Twill alſo {t it upon the Mount of the Congregation 11 


the ſides of the North , Much in the ſame Style 
with the threatnings of Modern Babylon, 1 will 
deſtroy the Refor mation, I will extirpate the Northern 
Eerejte. 


And 
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And then he goes on, I will aſcend above the 
he ight of the clouds, I will be like the moſt High : Yet 
ny. ſhalt be brought down to the grave, to the f ides of 
the pit : They that ſee thee ſhall narrowly look upon 
thee, and conſider thee, ' ſaying , Is this the man that 
made the earth to tremble, that did ſhake Kingdoms ; 
that made the World as a Wilderneſs, and deſtroyed 
the Cities thereof , and opened not the Houſe of bis 
Priſoners * 
| God ſeems already to have begun this Work, 
in the late glorious ViCtory at Sea ; and I hope 
he will cut it ſhort in righteouſneſs. I have 
ſometimes heretofore wondred, Why at the 
deſtruction of Modern and Myſtical Babylon the 
Scripture ſhould make ſo expreſs mention of 
great watling and lamentation for the loſs of 


Her Ships and Seamen : Little 1magining, thirty kev. 12. 


years ago, that any of the Aingdoms who had '7 
given their power to the Beaſt would ever have arri- 
ved to that mighty Naval Force : But the Scrip- 
ture ſaith nothing in vain. 

Whether, and how far, Succeſs 1s an argu- 
ment- of a o0od Cauſe : I ſhall not now debate : 
But thus much, I think, may fately .be. affir- 
med, That the Providence of God doth fome- 
times, without plain and downright; Miracles, 
© viſtbly ſhew 1t ſelf,. that we cannot with- 
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out; great ſtupidity and obſtinacy refuſe to ac- 


knowledge t. 
I rant, the Cauſe mut firſt be manifeſtly 


Juſt, before Succeſs can be made anArgument of 


Gods favour to it and approbation of it : And 
if the Cauſe of trueReligion, and the neceſſary 


defence of it againſt a falſeand IdolatrousWor- 


ſhip, be a good Caule, Ours 1s fo : And I do 
not here bes the Queſtion ; we have abundant- 
ly proved it "to the confuſion of our Adverſt- 
ries : If the vindication of the common Liber- 
ties of Mankind, againſt Tyranny and Op- 
preſſion, be a good Caufe, then Our: is ſo : And 
this needs not to be proved, it 15 ſo glaringly 
evident to all the World And as our Cauſe 1s 
not like theirs, ſo neither hath: their Rock been 
like our Rock, our Enemies themſelves being Judges. 

And yet as bad an argument as ſucceſs is of 
a good Cauſe, Iam ſorry to fay it,” but 1 am. | 
afraid 1t 18 true, 1t 1s likein the concluſion to 
prove the beſt Argument ofall other to con- 
vince thoſe who have ſo long pretended con- | 
fcience againſt ſubmuſhon 'to the art. cpm Go- 
yernment. | 

Meer Succels 1s cortalinly one of the worſt 
Arguments in. the World of a good Cauſe, and 
the moft improper to fatisfie Conſcience : And 


yet 
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yet wefind by experience;that in the ſve i It 1s 
the moſt ſucceſsful of all other Arguments ; and 
do's in a very odd but effectuaF way aisfie the 
Confciences of a great many men by ſhewing 
them their Intereſt. 

| God has of late vifibly made bare his Arm 
in our behalf, though ſome are til] ſo blind and 
obſtinate that they will not fee it : Like thoſe 


of whom the Prophet complains, Lord, when thy 1@ 25. 


hand ts lifted up they will ot fee, but they ſhall fee, ** 
and be afhamed for their envy at thy People. 

Thus have I reprefented unto you & mighty 
Monarch, who like a fiery Comet hath hung over 
Europe for many years; and by his malignant 
influence hath made- ſuch terrible havock and 
bg erage in this part of the World. 

: Let us now turn our View to the other part 
of the Text : And behold a greater than he 1s 
here : A Prince of a quite diiferent Character, 
who does: underſtand and know God to be the Lord, 
which doth exercife lovmg-kindnefs and judgment and 
righteoufneſs 'm the Earth :- And who hath made it 
the great Study and Endeavour of his life to 
imitate'theſe Divine Perfecions, as far as the 
imperfection of humane nature in this mortal 
ſtate will admit : I ſay, a greater than he 1s 
here ; who never ſaid or did an infelent thing, 
but: 
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but inſtead of deſpifing his Enemies has upon 


all occaſions encounter'd them with an undaun- 
ted Spirit and reſolution. | 

This is the Man whom God hath honoured || 
to givea Check to this Mighty Man of the Y} * 
Earth, and to puta hook into the Noftrils of }} * 
this great Leviathan who has ſo long had his I * 
paſtime in the Seas. 

Bur we will not inſult, as He once did in a 
moſt unprincely manner .over a Man much 
better than himſelf, wheu he believed Him to | 
have been ſlain at the-Boyne : And indeed Death | 
came then as near to him as was poſhble with- I} 
out killing him :' But the merciful Proyzdence | 
of God was pleaſed to ſtep in for his Preſerva- 
tion, almoſt by a Miracle:: For IT do not be- 
lieve that from the firſt uſe of great Guns to 
that Day, any mortal man ever had his ſhoulder 
ſo kindly kiſs'd by a Canon bullet, }:. : 

But I'w1ll not treſpaſs any further upon that 
which is the great Ornament of all. his! other 
Vertues ; though I have ſaid nothing of Him 
but what all the World does ſee and muſt ac- 
knowledge : He 1s as much above being flat- 
ter'd, as 1t 1s beneath an honeſt and a generous 
mind to flatter. 


Let 
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| Letusthen glory in the Lord, and rejoyce 
in the God of our: Salvation : Lat us NOW 111 
the preſence of ail his People pay our moſt 
thankful acknowledgments to him who i worthy 
to. be praiſed ; even to the Lord God- of Ifrael who 


alone doth wondrous things : Who. giveth Vifory un= | 


to Kings, and hath preſerved our David his Servant 
from the burtfidl Sword. 

And let us humbly beſeech Almighty God, 
that he would long preſerve to us the invalua- 
ble Bleſſing of our two Excellent Princes ; 


whom the Providence of 'God hath ſent 


amongſt us, ltke two good Angels ; not to reſ- 
cue two or three perſons, but almoſt a whole 
Nation out of S9dom : By ſaving us I hope at 


laſt from our. Vices, as well as at firſt from that 


Vengeance which was juſt ready to have been 
poured down upon us. 

Two Sovereign Princes reigning together, 
and in the fame I hrone ; and yet fo intirely 
one, as perhaps no Nation, no Age can furniſh 
us with a Parallel : Two Princes perfectly 
united in the ſame Deſign of promoting the 
true Religion, and the Publick Welfare, by 
reforming our Manners, and, as far as 1s poſſi- 
ble, by repairing the breaches, and healing the 
Sivifions of a oma diſtracted Church and 
Nation : 


A. Sermon \ Preacbed' before _ 


Nation : In a Word, Two Princes who are 
contented to facrifice Themſelves and. their 
whole Time to the care of the: Pablick': {And 
for the ſake ofthat to deny themſelves almoit 
all fort of eaſe and pleaſure : To deny themſelves, 

did I fay.? No, they. have wiſely and judici- 
ouſly choſen the . rrueft and higheſt Pleaſure 
that this World knows, the Pleaſure of doing 
good, and being Benefa&tors to mankind. 

May they havea long and happy. Reign over 
us, to make us happy, .andto la ay up 1n ſtore 
for Themſelves A Happineſs without meaſure, 

and without end, in Gods.glorious-and. ever- 
laſting Kingdom : for his Mercies ſake'in Jeſus 
Chriſt, to. whom with thee, 0 Father, and: the 
Holy Ghoſt, beall Honour and Glory, Thankſ- 
giving and. Praiſe, both now and for ever. 

Amen, | | 
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